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Where are you from? 2 Pronunciation: Contractions 
Starting a conversation 

Closing a conversation 

I'm tall and thin. 4 
Listening: Listen for Asking about appearance 

descriptions Describing appearance 

Alice is more serious. 6 
Listening: Listen for Asking about personalities 
personality traits Describing personalities 

All of my friends text. 8 
Pronunciation: Reduction 

Talking about quantities 
of of 
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Expand the Speak Now Student Book lessons with activities from the Multi-Skill Bonus Pack, available 

on iTools. This Level Guide provides you with a map of the course's various resources, allowing you 

to build a rich and comprehensive syllabus. Through targeted expansion activities, students gain 

confidence in English across every skill area. 

Conversation 
topics 

Describing people 

Personality types 

Everyday activities 

Types of cuisine 

Cooking 

Restaurant types 

Ordering food 

Health problems 

Staying healthy 

Fitness activities 

Sports 

Professions 

Jobs 

Work pros and 
cons 

Work benefits 

English E-mail Buddies 

Don't I know you? 

What's your personality? 

How college students spend 
their time 

Food and emotions 

My favorite dish 

Yo-Yo Sushi 

Down Home Cafe 

So Sorry 

Sleep well tonight 

What's the best form of 
exercise? 

Director of Sports 

Job listings 

Are you looking for a great 
job? 

My job hunt 

What's in it for you? 

A: Comparisons 

A: Present perfect and 
simple past 

B: Discourse markers 

A: Possessive nouns, 
pronouns, and adjectives 

A: Time clauses 

... start a conversation 
about people. 

... describe people's 
personalities. 

... give instructions to 
someone . 

. . . share experiences with 
food. 

... make suggestions. 

.. . ask for and give advice. 

... describe pros and cons. 

... get a job. 
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That sounds fun! 42 Listening: Listen for activities 
Showing interest 

I'd love to go. 44 
Pronunciation: Reduction of Inviting someone 

want to Responding to an invitation 

I'm sorry, but I can't. 46 
Listening: Listen for responses Declining an invitation 

and excuses Giving an excuse 

Sorry I'm late. 48 
Pronunciation: Using stress and Apologizing 

duration to convey emotion Responding to an apology 

Did you go alone? 52 
Pronunciation: Reduction of Asking double questions 

did you Describing past events 

Which do you prefer? 54 
Listening: Listen for Asking about preferences 

preferences Describing preferences 

You must get a visa. 56 
Pronunciation: Reduction of Expressing prohibitions 

have to and has to Expressing obligations 

When is the next train? 58 
Listening: Listen for prices Asking about prices and schedules 

and schedules Describing prices and schedules 

I usually wear jeans. 62 
Pronunciation: Intonation in a Asking about general behavior 

series of things Describing general behavior 

64 Listening: Listen for ideas 
Asking for ideas 

Offering ideas 

Can you do me a favor? 66 
Pronunciation: Reduction of Making requests 

would you and could you Agreeing to requests 

68 Listening: Listen for uses 
Asking about uses 

I think it's fun! 72 Listening: Listen for opinions 
Giving opinions 

I feel the same way. 74 
Pronunciation: Stress in Agreeing with opinions 

contrastive responses Disagreeing with opinions 

76 
Listening: Listen for reactions Asking about an imaginary situation 

to situations Discussing an imaginary situation 

Then what happened? 78 
Pronunciation: Intonation in 

Describing a series of events 
clauses 
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Free-time activities 

Movies 

Around town 

Excuses 

Vacation activities 

Vacation types 

Travel items 

Transportation 

Clothes 

Fashion 

Around the home 

Technology uses 

Expressing 
opinions 

Social actions 

Feelings and 
emotions 

Qualities and 

values 

Talk to Tina 

Movie Watch 

RE: An Invitation 

Chess Nut 

Peru trip 

Dream Vacations 

Study abroad in Spain 

A Terrible Flight 

Brazilian Fashion Designer 

Jane's Sidewalk Fashion 

Moving in 

Household robots 

Try it out 

Best friends forever 

Miss Maggie Says ... 

Money can grow on trees! 

A: Need, want, would 
like, and like 

B: Using but

A: Impersonal pronouns 

B: Reflexive pronouns 

A: Prepositional phrases 

A: Gerunds and 
infinitives 

B: Using gerunds 

... invite someone to an 
event. 

... apologize and respond 
to an apology. 

... ask about preferences 
for travel. 

... ask about and describe 
prices and schedules. 

... ask for and offer ideas 
and requests. 

... talk about uses for 
gadgets and household 
items. 

.... discuss opinions for 
imaginary events. 

... describe a series of 
events. 
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How to teach a Speak Now lesson

Each lesson has five parts-Vocabulary, 
Conversation, Language Booster, Listening or 
Pronunciation, and Speak with Confidence. 

Lesson Introduction 

Read the lesson title as students follow along. 
When applicable, have students answer the 
question. 

Point out the functions they will be studying and 
explain them or reword them when necessary. 

1 Vocabulary 

The purpose of this section is to get students 
thinking about the topic, activate their background 
knowledge, and introduce them to vocabulary that 
they will use during the lesson. To prepare the 
students to use the vocabulary, preteach it. When 
the vocabulary is unfamiliar to your students, 
present it through visual aids (for example, photos), 
actions, and gestures, and rephrasing or definitions. 

If necessary, have students use an English 
Learners' dictionary, perhaps before coming to 
class, to better understand not only the meanings 
but also how to use the words. 

Avoid giving students definitions in their first 
language. Although doing so may initially save 
time, students do not acquire the language as 
thoroughly and will rely on their first language 
rather than developing their English ability. 
In addition, nuances in languages often vary, 
creating additional complications as students 
continue to use the language. 

When you have time, further reinforce the 
vocabulary with personalization (for example, 
using the vocabulary in true sentences about 
themselves). 

2 Conversation 

There are two types of lesson patterns for the 
Conversation section. Some of the lessons follow the 
"Conversation with Additions" model and others 
follow the "Conversation with Substitutions" model. 
Teaching procedures for each lesson pattern are 
outlined below. Both conversations follow the same 
procedure for Part A. 

viii How to teach a Speak Now lesson 

Conversation with Additions 

A 

• This section helps students become comfortable
with the topic and provides a model conversation
that uses the functional language from the
Language Booster section.

B 

Read the questions aloud. Ask students to
guess the answers by looking at the photos
or illustrations. Ask students questions about
details in the art.

Play the audio and select students to answer the
questions. If necessary, play the audio again.

Make sure students understand the answers to
the questions by asking concept questions or
reforming the question to check understanding.

By practicing the conversation, students become 
more aware of functional language and more 
comfortable with language in "chunks''. This 
prepares them for the Language Booster section and 
will help them notice the changes in Part C. 

C 

Tell students that they will listen to the 
conversation again, but two sentences are on 
the audio program which are not printed in 
the book. Explain that they should write the 
sentences they hear in the correct places. 

Play the audio. Check answers. If necessary, 
have students compare answers in pairs, play the 
audio again, and then check answers as a class. 

After checking answers, play the audio again so 
students can focus on the pronunciation and 
intonation. Have students pay attention to the 
words they did not understand before. 

Have students practice the conversation at least 
two times, once for each role. 

Conversation with Substitutions 

A 

Follow the same procedure as Conversation with 
Additions, Part A. 



B 

Practice the conversation in Part A. 

• Have students exchange the green and blue text
as they practice the conversation again. This
activity increases students' awareness of the
different ways we can say the same idea.

Encourage students to practice both roles and
look at each other rather than their books.

• Students who finish the activities quickly can
practice the conversation again using their own
phrases and sentences.

3 Language Booster 

A 

This activity provides students with examples of the 
target language. In almost every lesson, the language 
includes both questions and responses. You may 
want to have students practice the language (i.e., 
take turns asking and answering the questions) 
before going on to Part B. 

B 

This activity allows students to gain confidence 
as they use the language in short exchanges. This 
will provide them with the skills to make longer 
dialogues later in the lesson. 

In mixed ability classes, have students with lower 
English levels make some notes or sentence 
starters before they do the activity. These aids 
will help them to successfully complete the 
activity and further increase their confidence. 

After students have finished the activity, you may 
want to randomly choose a few pairs and have 
them role-play the conversations at the front of 
the classroom. 

After completing Part B, if students aren't 
confident with the language, have them continue 
practicing until they have more confidence. They 
can even make small substitutions to do this. 

4 Listening 
--------------�

The purpose of this activity is to help students 
focus on main ideas and details in the listening. 
Students may listen as many times as needed. 

After students have listened several times, you 
may want to stop the audio at key points so 
students can more easily complete the task. 

The Listening often concludes with a pair work 
activity that allows students to personalize what 
they have heard. 

4 Pronunciation 

• This section begins by helping students focus on
pronunciation or intonation through listening.
Students then practice the Pronunciation point.
Students may tend to focus on the content
and quickly forget to pay attention to their
pronunciation and intonation. If this happens,
briefly stop the class to remind students that they
are practicing both content and pronunciation
and then have them continue their practice.

Play the audio, repeating as necessary.

Ask students obvious questions to make sure
they understand the point. For example, if you
are teaching syllables, say some words and ask
students how many syllables are in them.

To give students more practice with the language,
include all class (choral), group, individual, and
substitution drills. This additional practice will
give students more confidence and reinforce the
pronunciation before they return to focusing
more on content.

Speak with Confidence 

This activity allows students to use the target 
language as they accomplish defined tasks. 

Part A helps students prepare for their 
interactions in Part B. 

Lesson Expansion 

Vocabulary Worksheets 

After you have completed the Language 
Booster activities, you can use the Vocabulary 
Worksheets for supplementary practice. 

The worksheets provide additional opportunities 
for students to practice the vocabulary and 
language studied in each lesson. 

Take advantage of the opportunities for 
additional speaking by having students compare 
their answers in class. Example conversations are 
often provided on the worksheets. 

Reading and Writing Worksheets 
-------

Reading and Writing Worksheets may be found 
on the iTools CD-ROM or on Oxford Learn, 
Oxford's Learning Management System. Access 
Oxford Learn with the code provided in the back 
of this book. 

How to teach a Speak Now lesson ix 



How to teach a review unit 

Each review unit has two sections, English in Action, 
which includes a video, and Speak Now, which gives 
students the opportunity to role-play situations and 
review the language of the previous four lessons. 

English in Action 
Video is a great way to introduce longer 
dialogues to students. The video makes the long 
dialogues less threatening and helps students 
understand language that otherwise might seem 
overwhelming to them. 

Using video is similar to teaching a listening or 
reading activity-there is a pre-video activity. 
On the English in Action page, this is called 
Preview. After this, there are one or more "while 
you watch" activities. On the English in Action 
page, this is Understand. These activities include 
comprehension questions. These activities 
usually require two or more viewings. Finally, 
there is a post-video activity. On the English in 
Action page, this is Discuss. 

Before class, make certain your class Internet 
connection, computer, and projector are 
working. 

1 Preview 

Students are asked look at one or more photos 
from the video that they will watch in Part 2. 
With a partner, they talk about what they see. 
They also often make predictions. 

When possible, have students talk about what 
they see in more detail. For example, the Preview 
for Lessons 9-12 asks students to talk about a 
doctor's advice. Because students have recently 
studied giving advice, you could have them 
brainstorm advice other than that listed. 

2 Understand 

During Part 2, students watch a video that recycles 
content, vocabulary, and language they have studied 
during the last four lessons. This allows students to 
see the material used in real-world situations and 
apply their learning more broadly. 

A 

Explain what students must do (for example, 
they should number photos in Part 1 or listen 
and decide if their predications were correct). 

X How to teach a review unit 

B 

Play the video. Have students answer the 
questions in pairs or as a class. 

• Part B asks students to listen for more details.

• Play the video and then have students answer the
questions in pairs or as a class.

Play the video again, as necessary, stopping to
explain where an answer was within the dialogue.

3 Discuss 

The Discuss activity allows students to 
personalize what they saw. 

After students finish their discussions, have them 
do the Confidence Booster at the back of their 
books. This provides further reinforcement and 
review of the four units. 

Speak Now 
In pairs, have students role-play each situation. 

After they have finished practicing, have some 
pairs role-play for the class. 

Remind students to assess their own abilities for 
each lesson. For any Lessons that they check I 
need more practice, encourage them to review the 
Language Boosters. (Pages are provided on the 
Speak Now review pages.) 

For a formal assessment, a Testing Program 
CD-ROM accompanies this book.

Review Unit Expansion 
Video Worksheets 

Video Worksheets with a doze/gap fill activity 
may be found on the iTools CD-ROM or on 
Oxforq Learn. Access Oxford Learn with the 
code provided in the back of this book. 

These worksheets provide additional listening 
practice for the English in Action video. 

Grammar Support 

Grammar PowerPoinfrM presentations and 
Grammar Worksheets may be found on the 
iTools CD-ROM or Oxford Learn. 



Speak Now Testing Program Overview 

The Speak Now series helps learners Communicate with Confidence by using language accurately, fluently, and 
appropriately. The Speak Now Testing Program, found on the CD-ROM in the back of this book, allows teachers 
to perform a wide range of assessments-many in the style of popular standardized exams. 

Speak Now's written and oral assessment tools can be customized to fit the needs of a range of program types 
and learning goals. 

The Testing Program offers two main sets of tools: 

1. 10 paper-based tests: 8 quizzes, 1 midterm exam, and 1 final exam with listening that measure
comprehension of the vocabulary and functional language of Speak Now;

2. a range of different types of questions, prompts, and topics for speaking assessment.

Teachers may choose to use any one or more of these materials alone or in different combinations. The Scoring 
Guidelines can be found on the Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM. 

Written Tests with Listening 

There is a quiz for each 4-lesson unit of Speak Now. The quizzes are designed to be used after students have 
completed each group of four lessons and Speak Now review section in the Student Book. The quizzes have 
10 items each. There is an audio track for the listening items in each quiz on the Speak Now Testing Program 
CD-ROM.

There is also a written midterm exam and a written final exam. These are designed to measure comprehension 
of the target language after students have completed Lesson 16 and Lesson 32 of the book, respectively. The 
midterm and final exams have 20 items each. There is an audio track for the listening items in each exam on the 
Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM. 

All answer keys and audio scripts are on the Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM. 

Speaking Assessment: General 

The Speak Now Testing Program offers options for speaking assessment: 

Interview questions (a list of teacher-led interview questions) 
• Role-play cards (cards for students to role-play situations in pairs)

Presentation topics (lists of ideas for students to prepare and deliver short oral presentations related to
the unit topics)

The Speak Now Testing Program features one set of the three speaking-assessment options profiled above for each 
unit or set of four lessons. Any or all of the speaking assessments can easily be used after students have completed 
a unit of work. To use these materials for midterm or end-of-term speaking assessment, simply choose from this 
list of materials, based on the units covered in the class. 

Speaking Assessment: Standardized-testing Focus 

The Speak Now Testing Program CD-ROM also offers speaking assessment in the style of popular standardized 
tests of English as a foreign language. For each midterm exam and final exam, you'll find: 

TOEFL •-style speaking tasks TOEIC•-style speaking tasks IELTS™-style speaking tasks 

The goal of these standardized-testing tasks is to prepare students for the kinds of questions they would be 
asked on exams such as the TOEFL•, TOEic•, or IELTS™ tests. As these materials are preparatory in nature, 
the rubrics do not reflect the type of scoring or grading that a test-taker would receive in a standardized 
testing situation. 

TOEFL• and TOEte• are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Services (E
T

S). This publication is not endorsed or approved by ETS. 

Speak Now Testing Program Overview 1 



Lesson 1 Where are you from? 

Pagel 

1 Vocabulary 

A 

Answers 

Answers will vary. Sample answer. 

home life and family life: friends 

marriage and relationships: no one 
personal problems: family 
school grades: anyone 

hobbies and interests: anyone 

money: family 

Optional Question 

Have students name some subjects for each topic. 
For example: 

Home life may include daily routines. 

Relationships could include boyfriends/girlfriends. 

Personal problems might include how to become 
more fit. 

A discussion of how to do well on English tests may 
be part of the school grades topic. 

What is fun to do could be included in the hobbies 
and interests topic. 

A discussion about part-time jobs could be included 
in money discussions. 

2 Conversation 

A 

[CD 1, Track 2] 

Answers 

Nicole is from Brazil. 

Brian traveled with friends. 

Optional Question 

Are Brian and Nicole good friends? (No, they are 
meeting for the first time.) 

C 

[CD 1, Track 3] 

Answers 

Additional sentences underlined. 

Nicole: Brazil. Have you been there? 
Brian: No, I went with friends. It was fun. Listen, I'd 

better get going. I don't want to be late. 

2 Lesson 1 

Page3 

3 Language Booster 

A 

Explain that the first sentences under Closing 
a conversation tell the listener that the speaker 
plans to finish the conversation, while the second 
sentences close the conversation. Explain that 
abruptly ending a conversation (i.e., without the 
first sentence) can create an awkward situation. 

B 

If students don't know each other, you may want to 
have them jot down their partner's name. 

Optional Activity 

If students don't know each other, have students 
repeat the exercise with several classmates, writing 
down others' names as necessary. 

4 Pronunciation 

A 

[CD 1, Track 4] 

B 

Ans wen 

Answers will vary. Sample answer. 

1. Hong Kong 3. from Japan

2. Spanish books 4. London

Point out that since there aren't contractions in 
the questions, they will need to use them in their 
answers. Encourage students to give their real 
information after saying no, as in this example. 

Example conversation 

A: Are you from Hong Kong? 

B: No, I'm not. I'm from Osaka. 

5 Speak with Confidence 

Encourage students to talk with classmates they 
haven't met yet, or they don't know very well. 



Lesson 2 I'm tall and thin. 

Page4 

1 Vocabulary 

A 

Answers 

height build 
short heavy 
tall thin 

Optional Activity 

elderly 
middle-aged 
young 

looks 
pretty 
good-looking 
handsome 

Have students think of other words or expressions 
for each category. For example, 

height: medium height, average height, about 180 
centimeters tall, five foot eight 

build: medium build, average build, muscular, 
skinny, slim 

age: in her twenties, about sixty 

looks: cute, attractive, beautiful 

2 Conversation 

A 

[CD 1, Track SJ 

Answers 

Nathan is looking for his wife. 
She's wearing a blue skirt and a white blouse. 

B 

Explain to students that one of the reasons they 
practice these substitutions is that there are many 
different ways to say the same thing. Remind them 
that even if they tend to use the same sentence 
or question when they speak, it is important to 
recognize questions and sentences with the same 
meaning when they listen. 

Pages 

3 Language Booster 

A 

B 

Point out that the first question is much broader 
than the next two questions. Explain that when 
answering the first question, the speaker may 
talk about the person's height, build, age, or 
looks. 

Have students look at the sentences describing 
appearance and decide when to use a be verb 
(i.e., am, is, are, was, were) and when to use has/ 

have/had, providing the answer when necessary. 
(We use a be verb to discuss the entire person. 
For example, the entire person is tall, not just his 
arm or his leg. We use has/have/had to describe a 
part of a person, for example, her hair, his eyes.) 

Example conversation 

A: What does your mother look like? 

B: My mother is tall. She is in her forties. How 
about your mom? Does she have brown hair? 

A: No, she doesn't. She has black hair. 

Optional Activity 

If they have them, have students show pictures (for 
example, from their cell phone) as they describe 
their family members. 

4 Listening 

A 

[CD 1, Track 6] 

Answers 

From left to right: 5, l, 2, 4, 3 

B 

[CD 1, Track 6) 

Answers 

1. Paula's in her early thirties.
2. Wally is short.
3. Adam is Paula's older brother.

Optional Activity 

Have students describe the other people in the 
picture. 

Lesson 2 3 



Lesson 3 Alice is more serious. 

Page6 

1 Vocabulary 

A 

Ans wen 

1. e 4. d 

2. C 5. f 

3. a 6. b 

Optional Activity 

Have students say other words used to describe 
personality, for example, easy·going, honest, mean, 
nervous, polite, quiet, rude, shy, smart. 

B 

Example conversation 

A: My best friend is funny and confident. 

B: My best friend is forgetful and impatient. 

Optional Activity 

Explain to students that they should be careful when 
using words with negative meanings because people 
may get upset. Tell students that it is sometimes 
preferable to say something more neutral rather 
than something that may be considered mean. For 
example, students could say, "My best friend is 
interesting." You may want to teach the proverb, "If 
you can't say anything nice, don't say anything at all" 
as a way of emphasizing this. 

2 Conversation 

A 

[CD 1, Track 7] 

B 

Ans wen 

Mary's children are both creative. They also look alike. 

Mary's children are different because Matilda is 

outgoing and talkative but Alice is more serious and 

sometimes impatient. 

Explain that eye contact is important in English
speaking countries and encourage students to use 
eye contact as they talk to their classmates. 

4 Lesson 3 

Pagel 

3 Language Booster 

A 

• Have students decide why the fourth sentence
(She's smart, but a little forgetful.) uses but
rather than and, providing the answer if
necessary. (Because one is positive but the other
is negative.)

B 

Have students identify the difference between
What are they like, What do they like, and
What do they look like. (The first asks about
personality, the second asks about preferences,
and the last question asks about physical
appearance.)

Example conversation 

A: What's your friend like? 

B: Well, he's very creative, but a little impatient 
when he is busy. 

4 Listening 

A 
[CD 1, Track 8) 

Ans wen 

1. outgoing, confident

2. creative, smart

3. forgetful

B 

[CD 1, Track 8) 

Answers 

Answen will vary. Sample answer. 

1. She doesn't mind being wrong.

2. He's good at math even though he doesn't study.

3. She's not hardworking, and she's impatient.

S Speak with Confidence 

A 

Answen 

Answers will vary. Sample answer . 

./ I sometimes forget things. => I'm pretty creative .

./ I'm always on time. => I'm usually very patient.

l 
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